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enry Nagy started Spancrete in
1946 as the West Allis Concrete
Products Co.

“A two-man block shop started it
all’ said Henry Nagy, founder of the
multimillion-dollar company that now
employs more than 600 people.

Today, the 55-year-old company
looks nothing like it did when the
then 18-year-old Nagy founded the

firm that manufactured concrete block.

While concrete block is still a major product of
the Spancrete Group Inc., with headquarters in
Waukesha, the company has diversified over the
last half a century. ts subsidiaries include the
American Concrete Pipe Co. and American Pipe
and Supply, which provide both concrete and plas-
tic pipe, and the Waukesha Block Co., which man-
ufacturers concrete blocks for the commercial, resi-
dential and landscape markets.

The Spancrete Group Inc., meanwhile, is the
parent company of Spancrete Industries Inc.,
Waukesha; Spancrete Inc., Valders and Green
Bay; and Spancrete of lllinois Inc., Crystal Lake. All
provide precast products to the construction indus-
try. Those products include prestressed and pre-
cast hollowcore plank and wall panels, concrete
beams, columns, tees, bridge girders, stairs, sound
walls, customized architectural products as well as
design/build services.

While the subsidiaries are an important part of
the Spancrete family, Nagy said concrete products
— especially hollowcore planks and hollowcore
wall panels — are still a mainstay for the company.
In fact, Spancrete has supplied concrete products
for such projects as Miller Park, the Bradley Center
and Lambeau Field.
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“Those are our two big products, and we're
always working to see how to make those products
better,” he said.

A first in the industry

Also part of the Spancrete Group Inc., though, is
the Spancrete Machinery Corp., which produces and
sells Spancrete hollowcore extruders worldwide.

How “a two-man block shop” got involved in
manufacturing and selling hollowcore extruders is
a colorful chapter in Spancrete’s past.

In 1953, Nagy purchased the first hollowcore
extruder — and its patents — in Meinz, Germany,
from a German inventor and brought the machine
back to the states.

The machine had
been hit by a bomb
during World War i,
and the steel on it

needed to be straight-
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ened. The machine
was set up on one of
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beds and, after

months of persever- Founder of
ance, the extruder Spancrete

was restored to work-
ing condition and pre-
cast plank was being produced.

“My son Robert has made many improve-
ments to the machinery and accessories over
the years,” said Nagy. “We sell our equipment
internationally and have Spancrete licensees
around the world.”

That, though, is just one of the accom-
plishments Spancrete and Nagy can lay claim
to. One other major achievement came in
1998, just before Nagy turned 90. That's when
he received a lifetime achievement award from
an international concrete association, the
Federation Internationale de la Precontrainte.

Those achievements — the award and the
opportunity to introduce the hollowcore extruder to
this country — are in the past. But the new gener-
ation of Nagys who own Spancrete — Henry's
son, Robert, and Robert’s three children, John
and Daniel Nagy and Wendy Hendrickson —
promise that the company’s future will be as bright
as its history.

“We have engineers and designers looking at the
machinery, looking at the product,’ said Nagy. “We're
constantly working on research and development”



